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influences and operations to the unity of the (as the same Apostle tells us that there is but one body, and one spirit', (Eph. iv. 4.) which plainly signifies, that the operations of this one SPIRIT, are appropriated to this one Body, as the soul is to the body it animates,) then it does not seem a very likely way for edification, to cut ourselves off from the unity of CHRIST'S Body/'
ESSENES. A very ancient sect, that was spread abroad through Syria, Egypt, and the neighbouring countries. They maintained that religion consisted wholly in contemplation and silence. Some of them passed their lives in a state of celibacy; others embraced the state of matrimony, which they considered as lawful, when entered into with the sole design of propagating the species, and not to satisfy the demand of lust. Some of them held the possibility of appeasing the DEITY by sacrifices^ though different from that of the Jews; and others maintained that no offering was acceptable to GOD but that of a serene and composed mind, addicted to the contemplation of divine things. They looked upon the law of Moses as an allegorical system of spiritual and mysterious truths: and renounced, in its explication, all regard to the outward letter.
ESTABLISHMENT. By a religious establishment is generally meant, in the present day, the religion, whether Christian or not, which is recognized by the state. Thus Presbyterianism is the establishment of Scotland, Maho-medanism that of Turkey. In England, the Catholic Church is the establishment. It has not been endowed by the state, which has rather robbed than enriched it; nor has it been established, like Presbyterianism in Scotland, by any act of the legislature. But being endowed by individual piety, it was for many ages the only community in this country which even pretended to be the Church: as such it was recognized by the state, and when in process of time the Catholic Church in this country asserted its independence of Rome, and reformed the abuses which had crept into it, it continued to be, as it always was, the religious community connected with the state ; although in the reign of King James, a sect in comiKfunion with Rome was founded in England, and